
MyChinese360, like the name Molly Licalzi, is internationally known.
Both the program, a Texas-based project that teaches American
students Mandarin Chinese via webcams, and the Eastern Suffolk

BOCES Administrative Coordinator for Curriculum and Assessment who is
leading the movement in New York State for learning this world language,
are achieving success in the first year of implementation here.  The interactive
online venture allows children to develop conversational skills while
discovering the importance of Mandarin in today’s world culture. 

The need for America’s secondary students to learn the Chinese language -
which 15 years ago brought about disbelief in one local community when
school administrators suggested it – is thought to be as important as the
South Asian economy is significant.  Every Chinese student studies English,
but teaching American students Chinese has been slow coming.  Among
visionaries who saw the need were College Board members who sponsor a
guest-teacher program with the Chinese government. MyChinese360, which

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 138

Patchogue, N.Y. 11772

Eastern Suffolk BOCES
201 Sunrise Highway
Patchogue, New York 11772

New Superintendents at the Helm

The Official Board-to-Board Publication     of Eastern Suffolk BOCES

Dialogue
www.esboces.org

October 2010

With the promise of fresh eyes, new ideas, and
staying the course, 14 new Superintendents of
Schools took leadership roles in Suffolk County

districts for the 2010-2011 school year. 
Welcome...
• Dr. Lois Favre - Bridgehampton UFSD
• Mr. Joseph Bond - Brentwood UFSD
• Mr. Russell Stewart - Center Moriches UFSD
• Dr. Donald James - Commack UFSD*
• Dr. Joseph Rella - Comsewogue UFSD
• Mr. Lars Clemensen - Hampton Bays UFSD 
• Mr. Michael Locantore - Patchogue-Medford UFSD
• Ms. Nancy Carney - Riverhead CSD
• Dr. Michael Ring - Rocky Point UFSD 
• Dr. Walter F. Schartner - Sayville UFSD
• Mr. Robert Parry (interim) - Shelter Island UFSD 
• Mr. Neil Lederer (interim) - Three Village CSD
• Mr. Joseph C. Dyer - Tuckahoe Common SD 
• Mr. Richard A. Simon - West Islip UFSD 

For those counting from last year, 2009-2010 featured
eight new leaders within the Eastern Suffolk BOCES
region and four in Western Suffolk BOCES. They were:

• Ms. Eva Demyen - Deer Park UFSD* 
• Mr. Les Black - East Quogue UFSD
• Mr. Peter Scordo - Elwood UFSD*

• Ms. Loretta Ferraro - Fire Island UFSD
• Mr. Charles Meyers - Fishers Island UFSD 
• Mr. Michael Comanda - Greenport UFSD 
• Mr. Richard Nathan - Lindenhurst UFSD*
• Ms. Susan Hodun (interim) - Miller Place UFSD
• Mr. James J. Nolan - Sachem CSD
• Mr. Joseph Cipp - South Country CSD 
• Mr. Michael Hartner - Springs UFSD 
• Dr. Pless Dickerson - Wyandanch UFSD* 

Superintendents of Schools are educational leaders
who wear many hats at the same time as they set and
manage the district’s direction.  They provide world-class
instruction in an ever-smaller world with ever-increasing
technological advantages.  These successful individuals
were hired by Boards of Education because they are
proven good listeners, impressive communicators,
excellent managers, and outstanding visionaries with a
solid working knowledge of best educational practices,
the New York State Standards, Board of Regents policies,
Commissioner’s regulations, and state education law.  In
addition to providing a smooth transition without a loss
of organization momentum, these 21st century leaders
remain approachable by taxpayers and employees,
proving to be true Renaissance men and women. ■
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Learning Chinese on an e-Learning Platform



The second decade of
the 21st century is
underway and what
better way to begin than
to welcome 14
Superintendents of
Schools to their new
responsibilities.  These
new superintendents
hold the promise of
bright futures for

children and stable, compatible work places for
employees.  But as they multi-task the demands of the
job, they must also remember the bottom line and
most important question of all: What is best for our
students?  On behalf of the Board, I wish them well. 

The new school year holds the promise of additional
technological advances that will assist children in
learning.  New is the opportunity available to
secondary students to study Mandarin Chinese.
Although finances continue to distract us, our students
are able to learn this important world language via
webcams and personal avatars, ultimately saving
districts money.  The myChinese360 program follows a
similar scope and sequence as traditional world
language classes, but presents instruction in a new and
innovative method that is highly appealing to digital
students.  Our ESBOCES Administrative Coordinator for
Curriculum and Assessment, Molly Licalzi, says
students join live language lab tutorial instruction on a
regular basis, participate in teacher led sessions from
Beijing, and engage in individual exploration via a
technologically-simulated (virtual) world.  They also
participate in online homework and assessments.

MyChinese360 pilot programs were successfully
initiated by the agency last spring in all school districts
in Eastern Suffolk, Western Suffolk, and Nassau BOCES.
Now, Ms. Licalzi is the myChinese360 liaison for public
schools throughout the state.  She reports that
additional Boards of Education will participate when the
State Education Department approves the course as
credit-bearing.  I know you will enjoy reading this article.

Another advantageous approach to student learning is
explained in the story, “$1.1 Million Arts Grant Is
Awarded.”  This project, involving classroom teachers,
teaching artists, art specialists, and school staff, encourages
creativity and collaboration utilizing the arts in all subject
areas.  On behalf of the Board and agency, I thank
Congressmen Timothy Bishop, Steve Israel and Gary
Ackerman, and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, for their support.

Under the heading of good news is the
announcement that the recession is officially over.  The
bad news is we continue to struggle in this weakened
economy.  With finances constantly on our minds, it’s
important to note that Suffolk County has joined the
agency’s Natural Gas Cooperative, which led to a name
change.  The project is now known as the Suffolk
County Natural Gas Cooperative.  Last year, district
members saved 22 percent.  This year promises even
more savings because the county’s membership
provided us with greater buying power.  It’s not too
late to sign up.  Check out the article, “County and
ESBOCES Together on Natural Gas Cooperative.”

I wish you a wonderful and successful fall season.

Educationally yours,

Pamela Betheil,  Board  President
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County and ESBOCES Together on
Natural Gas Cooperative

A Message from the
Board President

(continued on page 3)

Eastern Suffolk BOCES successful first
year as a Natural Gas Cooperative -
with 21 participating entities and a cost

savings of 22% - led to Suffolk County’s
interest in participating.  But since a larger
entity cannot join a smaller entity, the two
joined forces this year and the project is now

the Suffolk County
Natural Gas
Cooperative.
ESBOCES Building
Services Manager
Keith Anderson

declared it a
“win-win for
everyone.”

Previously,
school districts

couldn’t purchase gas
off a cooperative, but in 2009

the agency broke ground and
established its own natural gas cooperative –
the only one in the state on behalf of schools.
(Since then, the state has established its own,
but it doesn’t include Long Island.)  The
cooperative’s membership, which includes
Brookhaven Town and the Middle Country
Library, “got a great price with a promised
savings of 10 to 30 percent,” reported Mr.
Anderson.  Plymouth Rock Energy LLC, a
competitive marketer of natural gas in the
metropolitan area, won the bid with a price
that was about 20 cents less per therm than
what National Grid was charging.  “Everyone
was happy,” said Mr. Anderson.

As cooperative leaders planned year two,
the county called. “What this did,” explained
Mr. Anderson, “was provide us with greater

buying power; now we’re combined with a
large entity like the county.  Plus, ESBOCES
doesn’t have to watch the market or upgrade
specs each year, although we will be
reviewing their specs.”  The turnover was
declared “seamless.”

Now, additional districts, and reportedly
another township, are interested in joining.
“There are no negatives,” concluded Mr.
Anderson.  “The billing is smooth, districts can
pull out at any time – although I know of no
reason why they would – there are no
penalties, and when someone is offering you a
savings without risk, it’s a win-win all around.” 

For more information, call Mr. Anderson at
(631) 472-8771.  To join the Suffolk County
Natural Gas Cooperative, call Energy Specialist
Joe Schroeder at (631) 853-4095.   ■

A PowerPoint presentation on energy prices and the
advantages of joining the Suffolk County Natural Gas
Cooperative is provided by Joe Schroeder, energy
specialist for the Suffolk County Legislature. The
meeting was held at the Hines Administration Center
in Patchogue.

Latest Technology Used to Explore the Zoo; 
Lions and Tigers and Laptops

When the request from Intel arrived, the face
of the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Director of the
Regional Information Center (RIC) lit up.

The communication was an invitation to invite 20
elementary students to the Central Park Zoo in New
York City to explore the exhibits and write about
their adventures on Intel’s newly-launched
convertible classmate PCs.  “What a great
opportunity,” thought Jeanne Weber, “and how
exciting for the children.”  The event was titled “The
Next Chapter in e-Learning.”

Already working with Southold Superintendent
of Schools David Gamburg on another project
involving marine biology and videoconferencing
from the beach with Southold teachers and the
Brookhaven National Lab, Ms. Weber immediately
thought of the district’s elementary school.  Quickly,
a plan was put into motion. 

With the support of Southold Elementary School
Principal Ellen Waldron-O’Neil and the Board of
Education, several teachers accompanied 20 fifth-
graders for a digital treasure hunt through animal
exhibits.  It was a little like a field trip to Africa,
only the youngsters were participating in designed
activities regarding specific curriculum.  “The
children were extremely excited,” reported Mr.
Gamburg as he reflected on their experiences.
“And, that adventure,” he added, “took them to
another level of learning through technology. We’re
all very pleased with the outcome.”

Intel, which covered the cost of transportation to
and from the city and provided the students and
teachers with lunch, also presented the school with
15 of its new convertible classmate PCs in
appreciation of the district’s participation.  The PCs
are more flexible and rugged, Superintendent
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES has been awarded a four-year U.S. Department of
Education Arts-in-Education Model Development and Dissemination
Program grant entitled “Creative Classroom Collaboratives” (C3) for over

$1 million, covering all program costs.  The purpose of this grant is to foster
21st century skills for teachers and students by encouraging creativity and
collaboration utilizing the arts in all areas of teaching and learning.  ESBOCES
will share the tools for teaching and learning throughout New York State and
with national education communities.

In partnership with the Tilles Center for the Performing Arts, Arts Education
Consultant Laura Reeder, and Metis Associates evaluators, ESBOCES will bring
the program and residencies to students in grades 2 - 4 in their classrooms and
with specialty teachers in the Brentwood UFSD and the Riverhead CSD.  The
program is linked to New York State and national learning standards.

Year one will begin with a design of evaluation materials with noted Metis
researchers.  This will be followed by a five-day Aesthetic Education seminar
with the Tilles Center - based on the nationally recognized Lincoln Center
Institute model - with a core group of second-grade and arts specialty
teachers.  This group will expand during the ensuing years to include teachers
and students in grades 3 and 4, with the goal of engaging up to 90 teachers
in the aesthetic education and 21st century learning models of lifelong
education through integration of the visual and performing arts.  Under the
direction of Ms. Reeder, ESBOCES, Brentwood UFSD and Riverhead CSD
teachers, and the Tilles Center, teaching artists will collaborate on the
development and implementation of in-school units of study for students in
targeted classrooms, and the documentation and dissemination of effective
materials, practices, and processes.

Students will expand on their own critical thinking and interpretive abilities,
utilizing skills that transfer to all subject areas.  As the project develops, a web-
based toolkit comprised of model lessons, assessment tools, protocols, images,
and video clips will be publicly accessible via the agency’s website. 

For more information, please contact Carol Brown, administrative coordinator
for Arts in Education at (631) 286-6989, or cbrown@esboces.org.   ■

$1.1 Million Arts Grant Is 
Awarded to ESBOCES

Learning Chinese (continued from page 1)

the College Board has partnered with, provides a high-tech program
drawing on China’s availability of instructors.  Currently over 40
schools nationwide are participating, including several in
Pennsylvania, Texas, and Louisiana.  Ms. Licalzi, on behalf of New
York schools, is working in partnership with the founders of the
online program and with instructors in Beijing.  “It is,” she said, “a
clear demonstration of how the world is shrinking and global
education is expanding.”

This new way of studying abroad using cyberspace provides the
opportunity for world language students to communicate with
instructors via webcams, even though they are about 7,000 miles
apart.  The real-time classes consist of 10 secondary students,
allowing for more one-on-one time, during the hour-long sessions.

Asked recently how districts can afford this instruction in a
slumping economy, Ms. Licalzi replied that the $660 cost per
student per semester is a bargain when compared to bringing over
certified Mandarin Chinese teachers.

The first district to be up-and-running with the opening of the 2010-
11 school year was Babylon UFSD.  Several others, including East
Hampton UFSD, are starting in October, with more planning to begin
when the course becomes credit-bearing.  After successfully completing
Mandarin I and II, students in the third year will create their own avatar
and explore China’s restaurants, order from menus, shop in stores
exchanging currency, and stroll city streets asking for directions.

For additional information on myChinese360, contact Ms. Licalzi
at (631) 244-4269 or mlicalzi@esboces.org.  ■

Southold Elementary School students working on curriculum projects at the Central Park
Zoo using new Intel-powered convertible classmate PCs. 

Gamburg was told, while providing children with custom-built technology
that works to advance their education.

“The Southold-RIC-Intel collaboration was a terrific opportunity for a
smaller district to make great strides in expanding the use of state-of-the-
art technology through an enjoyable event,” commented Ms. Weber.  “At
the same time, the agency was able to work with one of its component
districts on something that’s totally new.”  ■

Congressmen Timothy Bishop, Steve Israel, and Gary Ackerman, and Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand, were thanked for their support.  Pictured with Congressman Timothy Bishop and
an enlarged check for $1.1 million are (left to right) Chief Operating Officer Gary Bixhorn,
Tilles Center for the Performing Arts Executive Director Elliott Sroka, ESBOCES Board
Member Fred Langstaff, Congressman Timothy Bishop, Administrative Coordinator for Arts
in Education Carol Brown, Brentwood UFSD Assistant Superintendent for Elementary
Education Dr. Aurelia Henriquez, Riverhead CSD Director of Fine Arts Sean O’Hara, and
Tilles Center Arts Education Director Stephanie Turner.

Latest Technology (continued from page 2)
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At the 11th Annual Eastern Suffolk BOCES Strategic Planning Council
meeting held recently at Suffolk County Community College Culinary
Arts & Hospitality Center, more than 100 agency stakeholders were in

attendance, reported Planning & Program Improvement Director Dr. Candace
White-Ciraco.  The purpose, she added, was to review past accomplishments
and provide input for the 2009-2016 Strategic Plan. 

Stakeholders felt that in these times of regional, state, and national fiscal
challenges, feedback on the 2010-11 plan was crucial, and the operational
plan needed review to keep the strategy for success contemporary.
Ultimately, the group whole-heartedly supported the plan and provided
insight into the importance of the agency continuing its efforts in student
educational outcomes, educational leadership and advocacy, revised
technology services, and shared cost-effective services to component districts.  

Highlights included:

• supporting districts’ abilities to subscribe to needed ESBOCES services
• enhancing communication among students, districts, parents, business

and community organizations

• adding an action plan to support K-12 data integration and management
for more effective systems to improve teaching and learning

• promoting “green” technologies
• building successful leadership capacity throughout the agency,

districts and region. 

“The talent, insight and dedication of the Strategic Planning Council helped
make the 2010-11 plan a valuable one for this region,” said Dr. White-Ciraco.

Attendees represented a cross section of:

• ESBOCES staff
• School districts
• Institutions of higher learning
• Community organizations
• Research groups
• Businesses
• Government and other agencies.

For additional information, contact Dr. White-Ciraco at (631) 687-3263.  ■

Strategic Planning Council Goals Endorsed

BOCES Arts in Education (AIE) provides resources for schools to integrate
the arts throughout all of the New York State Standards areas.  All
areas, Pre-K through 12, are benefitting from the AIE program, which

can be a factor in student achievement, teaching to the whole child.  As one
teacher put it, “The arts develop skills associated with the right side of the
brain, important for critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and 21st century jobs.”

The No Child Left Behind legislation describes the arts as essential to every
child’s education and includes it as a core subject because research shows
that students experience a higher level of success when taught why and how
to use music, visual art, drama, dance, theatre, and the literary arts to
understand thoughts, ideas, and feelings.  Additionally, a well-rounded
education promotes cross-cultural understanding in a world that is getting
smaller by the year, while aesthetic development in young people provides
fruitful growth and a desire for a lifetime of learning.  All of this was discussed
at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES AIE Advisory Council meeting held in September.  

Hosted by the West Islip UFSD, the advisory council meeting date tied in
with Arts in Education Week, newly designated by the U.S. House of
Representatives as September 13–20. Bernie Jones, West Islip UFSD director
of music, art & dance (K-12), who serves as co-chair of the advisory council,
explained that the AIE program “provides students with firsthand educational
experiences with visiting artists.”

Attended by 65 music and art directors and other administrators, the all-
morning session included a display by the Huntington Arts Council and
performances by the famed Paul Taylor dancers who held a Q&A period
afterwards that addressed, among other things, the stamina that dancers, like
athletes, require in their art or sport.  The physical training and body
conditioning required by dancers is mirrored in athletic programs in football,
track and field, basketball, and other competitive sports.  It was
recommended that athletes take dance classes to focus on using strength and
body mass in movement combinations that develop balance and coordination
– necessary skills for professional athletes.

AIE is a regional program for both Eastern and Western Suffolk BOCES with
more than 60 districts participating in the service.  “The Advisory Council is
the life and blood of the AIE service,” reports Ms. Brown.  “This group provides
continuous guidance and suggestions for improving the program so that
students and teachers have
meaningful and varied ways
of embracing the arts in their
teaching and learning.” ■

Teaching Through the Arts

The famed Paul Taylor dancers on the stage of West Islip High School’s Theatre of Performing
Arts hold a Q&A period after their performance.

Among those attending the AIE
Advisory Council’s first meeting of
the 2010-11 school year were West
Islip UFSD Superintendent of
Schools Richard A. Simon (right)
and West Islip High School Principal
Dr. Anthony Bridgeman (left).


